Addidi Business Angels

Addidi Business Angels is a unique investment club providing successful women with the opportunity to pool their financial resources and expertise to back early-stage business ventures. It is being launched in response to the fact that only 5% of business-angel investors in the UK are women – meaning much of their capital and know-how is being denied to entrepreneurs. 
“Women have amassed a great deal of financial and professional success and yet the channels do not exist for us to re-invest this – both financially and personally – in others,” says Anna Sofat, founder of Addidi Business Angels. “Experience indicates that not only would women be more comfortable investing together but that entrepreneurs themselves could benefit from the approaches adopted by female backers.”
The club will target minority stakes in male and female-run businesses that have identified the existence of an original market, and where the owners are personally committed but also have the organisational ability to deliver on a financially-sound business plan. To this end, opportunities will be shortlisted by a five-member investment panel – each with core experience in management, accounting, marketing, operations and IT – with the final selection requiring the approval of a 2/3 majority vote by Addidi members.
“Given banks are now fighting shy of funding start-ups, business-angel investors are confronted with a much broader range of opportunity,” notes Anna Sofat. “This includes equity becoming available in companies that would otherwise rely on bank credit – and that equity being available at attractive multiples. I think now is the times to look for real mutual advantage between investor and entrepreneur.”
Structure of Addidi Business Angels

Addidi Business Angels is structured as a limited-liability partnership made up of a maximum of 100 investors each contributing £20,000 over the two-year life of the fund – giving a nominal fund size of £1m in each year of its existence. Positions in target companies will be range in size from £50,000 to £500,000 in return for equity stakes of between 5% and 49%. All funds will be invested within 2 years and all exits made within 5 years of the original investment – with a target internal rate of return of at least 20%. 

All due diligence and administration will be done centrally by Addidi and made available online, while regular reporting to members will seek to maximise growth – including via advice and input from club members – and to provide early identification of underperformance. Members will also have full online access to the proceedings of the investment panel.

Membership is subject to approval, including but not limited to owning £250,000 in liquid assets or having earnings of £100,000 p.a. or more.
About Addidi

Addidi Business Angels is a connected organisation of Addidi, a boutique wealth management service aimed at allowing the financial success of its female members to support their broader personal goals in life. It was born from the observation that professional and financial success has not always contributed to happier or more balanced lives for women, instead often becoming a worry and even a burden. Addidi executes financial planning for its members within a holistic context, allowing them to devolve worry and responsibility to Addidi safe in the knowledge that their lives – not just their investments – are fully understood. This provides the time and freedom to concentrate on the personal goals that bring real fulfilment and should be the real wages of success.

About Anna Sofat
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 Anna Sofat, 48, is one of the UK’s leading commentators and practitioners in the field of financial services and wealth management, with an ongoing focus on supporting and managing the success of female professionals. She is the founder of Addidi, the boutique wealth management concept for women, having previously worked in related industries for 20 years. She was a Director in Addidi’s predecessor, AJS Wealth Management Ltd, and was Managing Director at Fiona Price and Partners – the largest UK IFA focused on providing advice to women.

Anna’s qualifications include a Masters in International Relations from the LSE and Advanced Financial Planning Certificate from the CII. She is also a Certified Financial Planner and an Associate of the Chartered Institute of Bankers. Anna presents seminars on financial planning to women’s networks.

She is married with two daughters, and works between her home in Kent and Addidi’s two London offices. Her further interests include travel, current affairs and global issues which impact upon the lives of women and children. In the past, she has been active in local government (City Councilor on Rochester City Council) and environmental campaigns, and she is currently a non-executive director on the Board of Fair Finance. 
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For further details on Addidi Business Angels, 

Please contact Benjamin Webb/Toby Guise at Deliberate PR 

0208 732 8867 / 0208 732 8861

07930 408224 / 07814 223 530
benjamin@deliberate-pr.com / toby@deliberate-pr.com
or Addidi Business Angels, 

Addidi on info@addidi.com or 0207 0600700 
