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Addidi Business Angels announces its first investment and calls for more women to become angel investors.

Addidi Business Angels, the first female angel investor club, has just completed its first angel investment and appropriately its in a female led business, BlueBella. 

“I am delighted that we have been able to assist Emily Bendell in her endeavours to raise funds for her business, BlueBella. Emily impressed us with her knowledge and determination. As angels, we are all looking forward to supporting her and helping her to succeed”, Anna Sofat, founder of Addidi Business Angels. 

Addidi Business Angels is a unique investment club providing women with the opportunity to pool their financial resources and expertise to back early-stage business ventures. It was launched in May 2009 in response to the fact that only 5% of business-angel investors in the UK are women – meaning much of their capital and know-how is being denied to entrepreneurs. 

"BlueBella is a company run by women for women”, Emily Bendell, founder of BlueBella. “I very much wanted some female investment in line with our brand and Company ethos and was delighted to meet the Addidi network who are so positively promoting female Angel investment in the UK”

"For me Angel investment is not only about cash but also about sharing knowledge and expertise.  This investment round was an opportunity for me to add strength to our already impressive management team and advisory board. LoveHoney, as market leaders in their field, have a wealth of knowledge and expertise and Addidi bring a network of incredibly successful and inspirational women across a wide breadth of fields."

Addidi Business Angels is looking for more women to join the club “we have a small group of women from all backgrounds but I am still some way from my target of 100 women and an investment pot of £2m”. continues Anna Sofat “ so I am looking for women who can commit £20k each to invest collectively in small businesses. Its relatively small sum of money and though its high risk, you get a tremendous amount of personal satisfaction from being able to support and encourage entrepreneurs”. 

About BlueBella

BlueBella was founded in 2005 by Emily Bendell, 29, an Oxford University graduate and former student body president.  The former journalist spotted a gap in the market for sophisticated but affordable sensuous products that incorporated top quality design and fashion. The result is BlueBella.  "I wanted us to get beyond the tired 'seaside postcard' idea of sexiness," says Emily.  "Women have evolved and are demanding high quality, stylish sensual products - yet there is still a scandalous lack of choice."  BlueBella meets this need with a tasteful, stylish range of lingerie and sensual accessories - all at high street prices.  The company sells via a growing network of specially trained BlueBella Consultants - who will go to a lady's home at no extra charge to show and explain the products to her and her friends. : "We are always striving to find selling environments in which women are most comfortable," says Emily.  "And the home parties provide a fabulously fun median to tell our customers about our products, whilst offering women everywhere the opportunity to run their own business as a BlueBella Consultant."    

Having proven her original concept, Emily soon formed a partnership with direct sales guru, Allan Bell, formally MD of the Body Shop at Home. Together they have shaped BlueBella into the most exciting business opportunity for women everywhere.   The Company has this month also welcomed the arrival of Janet Mudge as Party Plan Director.  Janet, who is one of the UK's top party plan sales leaders, was successful in building up a 6000+ strong sales force for a leading competitor. 

About Addidi Business Angels

Addidi Business Angels is structured as a limited-liability partnership made up of a maximum of 100 female investors each contributing £20,000 – giving a nominal fund size of £2m to invest in small growth business. Positions in target companies will be range in size from £50,000 to £500,000 in return for equity stakes of between 5% and 49%. Members decide which business they wish to invest in although an Investment Panel has been set up to shift through the business plans and short list those that merit going forward to the quarterly meeting of the Angels.  

All due diligence and administration is undertaken by Addidi on behalf of the Club. Members have online access to all the business plans and can communicate with other members. Quarterly meetings are held to meet short listed business – meetings scheduled for 2010 are on the 3rd June, 14th September and 2nd December.
About Addidi

Addidi Business Angels is a connected organisation of Addidi, a boutique wealth management business focused on meeting the needs of women. Addidi was founded because of the increasing realisation that, as women we have more wealth and success than ever before but we are not necessarily any happier or leading more balanced lives. So Addidi was founded to ensure that our members:

· view their wealth as a tool for inspiration and happiness;
· invest their wealth to make a difference in their own lives first and foremost;
· and they enjoy their wealth here and now.
The Create, Invest and Enjoy theme are reflected in its wealth management club which incorporate Addidi Business Angels, MAD (Make a Difference) Investment Club and Kitaz.  

